
Course title LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF STATES OF EMERGENCY 
 
 

Lecturer dr hab. Piotr Szymaniec, prof. ANS AS w Wałbrzychu 
 

Hours 15 
 

ECTS 3 
 

Semester Spring 
 

Content Description of the course 
1) The notion of state of emergency and history of this legal 

institution 
2) Specific types of states of emergency 
3) The comparative analysis of European regulations concerning 

states of emergency 
4) States of emergency, constitutional order and the rule of law 
5) States of emergency and human rights 
6) De iure and de facto states of emergency during the COVID-19 

pandemic 
7) Extraordinary measures according to the Constitution of the 

Republic of Poland of 1997 
 

Prerequisite
s 

General English B1-B2 
 

Learning 
outcomes 

Knowledge:  The student 
1. knows the notion and types of states of emergency, 
2. understands the threat of abusing the states of emergency. 

Skills: The student 
1. analyses and compares the regulations of states of emergencies 

being in force in different states, 
2. analyses factual situations in which the introduction of a state of 

emergency is necessary. 
  
Competences: The student 
is prepared for the practical application of the basic values underlying 
Western constitutional systems. 
  

Selected 
literature 

Mandatory: 
Naomi Claire Lazar, States of Emergency in Liberal Democracies, 
Cambridge University Press 2009.  
Anna Khakee, “Securing Democracy?  
A Comparative Analysis of Emergency Powers  
in Europe,” Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of  
Armed Forces (DCAF). Policy Paper 2009, no. 9, 
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/99550/pp30_anna_khakee_emergency_pow
ers.pdf. 
Additional: 
Alan Greene, Permanent States of Emergency and the Rule of Law. 
Constitutions in an Age of Crisis, Hart: Oxford, London, New York, New 
Delhi, Sidney, 2018. 
Alan Greene, Emergency Powers in a Time of Pandemic, Bristol 
University Press 2020.  



Aniceto Masferrer (ed.), Post 9/11 and the State of Permanent Legal 
Emergency: Security and Human Rights in Countering Terrorism, Cham: 
Springer, 2014. 
 

Teaching 
tools/metho
ds 

On-site lecture 

Form of 
examination 

Essay and oral examination. 
 

 


